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Data analysis and reporting 
RMG provides support and guidance on the use of various 
statistical techniques for research data analysis across ILRI’s 
research agenda; from the highly quantitative lab and genetics 
research through to socio-economic surveys and qualitative 
social research. For newer and specialized methods we pro-
vide connections to experts and access to training opportu-
nities both internally and externally. 
 
Geo-information 
The RMG GIS team facilitates the sharing of information 
among technical partners by bringing together an array of 
spatial databases via our GIS Portal (http://data.ilri.org/geo-
portal). We also support spatial analysis and mapping within 
ILRI projects and capacity development of partners in addi-
tion to GIS and Remote Sensing software support and license 
management 
Research computing 
RMG provides a platform for institute-wide research com-
puting, including data storage and security and high-perfor-
mance computing. In addition to hardware resources, we also 
provide technical support on the use of these systems for 
spatial analysis, bioinformatics, statistics, etc.
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Who we are 
RMG provides support to ILRI and our CGIAR Research 
Programs (CRPs) on research design, data management, 
research computing, statistical analysis and reporting and geo-
graphical information systems (GIS). This support is available 
to all staff, students and research partners.
The group is also responsible for, and committed to, providing 
institutional level support, advice and monitoring of research 
quality systems including research management, open-access 
of research data and high-performance computing infrastruc-
ture.
Our support and services
Research quality systems 
RMG plays an institutional role in advocating and supporting 
the development and use of research quality standards and 
research management systems at ILRI.  These include contri-
butions to research compliance (research ethics, animal care 
and use), good conduct of research, project management sys-
tems and research activity planning processes and protocols. 
Project and study design 
RMG provides advice and guidance on both large- and small-
scale research designs – including site selection, sampling, 
appropriate indicators and data collection tools. We work 
closely with the Livelihood, Gender and Impact Program to 
support the incorporation of these research methods ele-
ments into the design of logical frameworks at both CRP and 
research activity levels.
Research data management  
RMG provides guidance and input on data management stan-
dards and best-practices; key areas are:
•	 Guiding and implementing ILRI’s data management strat-
egy – including open access of ILRI datasets (http://data.
ilri.org/portal), 
•	 Design of data management processes and systems,
•	 Development of data processing tools,
•	 Training and support to research staff on data manage-
ment systems, tools and practices. 
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better lives through livestock 
ILRI is a member of the CGIAR Consortium
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The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) works with 
partners worldwide to enhance the roles that livestock play in 
food security and poverty alleviation, principally in Africa and 
Asia. The outcomes of these research partnerships help people in 
developing countries keep their farm animals alive and productive, 
increase and sustain their livestock and farm productivity, find 
profitable markets for their animal products, and reduce the risk 
of livestock-related diseases.
ILRI’s mission is to improve food and nutritional security and to 
reduce poverty in developing countries through research for ef-
ficient, safe and sustainable use of livestock—ensuring better lives 
through livestock. Working closely with its partners, ILRI’s three 
strategic objectives are: 
•	 develop, test, adapt and promote science-based practices 
that—being sustainable and scalable—achieve better lives 
through livestock. 
•	 provide compelling scientific evidence in ways that persuade 
decision-makers—from farms to boardrooms and parlia-
ments—that smarter policies and bigger livestock invest-
ments can deliver significant socioeconomic, health and envi-
ronmental dividends to both poor nations and households. 
•	 increase capacity among ILRI’s key stakeholders and the insti-
tute itself so that they can make better use of livestock science 
and investments for better lives through livestock.
ILRI’s skills and expertise include our three main pillars for animal 
production—animal health, feeds and genetics—as well as, and 
more specifically: biology, molecular biology, microbiology, epidemi-
ology, biotechnology, diagnostics and vaccine development; ecology, 
agricultural systems and agricultural value chains; sociology, gender 
and poverty analysis, participatory research and impact assess-
ment; market economics; and development communications and 
knowledge sharing.
ILRI is a not-for-profit institution with a staff of about 700 and, in 
2013, an operating budget of about USD 74 million. A member of 
the CGIAR Consortium working for a food-secure future, ILRI 
has its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, a principal campus in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, and offices in other countries in East, West and 
Southern Africa and in South, Southeast and East Asia.
ILRI leads the CGIAR Research Program on Livestock and Fish, 
leads a component of a CGIAR Research Program on Agricul-
ture for Nutrition and Health on the prevention and control of 
agriculture-associated diseases, and contributes to seven other 
CGIAR research programs. Staff members work in integrated sci-
ences and biosciences programs that develop and deliver science-
based practices, provide scientific evidence for decision-making 
and develop capacities of livestock-sector stakeholders. With the 
African Union/New Partnership for Africa’s Development Plan-
ning and Coordination Agency, ILRI also hosts and manages the 
Biosciences eastern and central Africa (BecA)-ILRI Hub. 
